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my sentiments freely, however presumptuous and
ungracious I may be considered by many. If I
can direct attention to a most fatal impediment to
the advancement of art in our country, I ought to
do so boldly.
It is from the experience of forty years' study
and practice at Rome, and after having the benefit
of intercourse with many of the greatest artists of
this age, as well as some enlightened persons who
have devoted their time to the contemplation of
this subject. I have therefore no hesitation in
affirming that nothing but evil consequences must
arise to the arts in our country, from the pre-
vailing custom of entrusting the decision upon
matters of this kind to a committee composed of a
certain number of members collected from different
classes of the community, the major part of
whom have no knowledge or connexion with the
arts beyond that which a casual observer may
acquire in a rapid visit to Italy, or simply by
examination of the most interesting specimens
which we have in England.
In the course of my life I have never known any-
one who has not been professionally engaged in the
study of art, capable of judging of grandeur of
style, of composition, of harmony of lines, and of
the intricacy of drapery.
At the Academy of St Luke I have heard the
system of competition denounced as being a very
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